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Meeting Minutes 

September 13, 2013 

10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Arizona State Capitol Executive Tower 

Second Floor Conference Room 

1700 West Washington Street  

Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

 

 

Council Members, Liaisons, and Participants Present 

C.T. Wright  (Chairman), Becky Brimhall-Lepire (Vice-Chairman), Charles Brown, George 

Evanoff, Joy Grainger, Bernadine Hoffman, Deborah Lavinsky, Doyle Meredith (Secretary), Anne 

Morrison, Lisa O’Neill, Trudy Schuett, Tonya Watson, Phyllis Antone, Ted Evertsen, Babak 

Nayeri, and Melanie Starns 

 

Council Members Absent 

Diane Joens, Teresa Lopez and Allison Perrin 

 

Council Staff Present 

Cathy De Lisa, Kim Jennings and Berntari Crosby  

 

Guests Present and Signing In 

Lee Begay, David Jerman and Dr. Eric Reiman 

 

Call to Order & Welcome 

Council Chairman C.T. Wright called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. A welcome and 

introduction period followed.   

 

Review & Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from the July 12, 2013 meeting were reviewed.  Charles Brown made a motion to approve 

the minutes as presented; Becky Brimhall-Lepire seconded the motion.  The motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

Dr. Eric Reiman’s Presentation and Discussion  

Dr. Eric Reiman, Director of Arizona’s Alzheimer’s Consortium, provided an update to the Council 

and thanked them for their support.  Dr. Reiman discussed the devastating and costly impact 

Alzheimer’s disease has on society.  According to Dr. Reiman, progress is being made with the 

disease and examples of advancements were shared.   

 

 

Break 
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Council Chairman C.T. Wright adjourned meeting for a five minute break at 12:30 p.m. 

Council Chairman C.T. Wright reconvened meeting at 12:35 p.m. 

 

Liaison Reports 

Arizona Indian Council on Aging (AICOA) –Phyllis Antone provided the following report:  

a. Title 6 Training Conference held on August 5
th

-8
th

 in Washington, DC; 

b. Council is scheduled to vote on submitting a bid for the National Indian Council on 

Aging Summit on September 19
th

; 

c. National Indian Council on Aging is in the process of completing a video on the 

Affordable Care Act; 

d. AAA Region 8 lost funding resulting in staff reductions and services provided; 

e. Council is scheduled to elect 12 new members in September; 

f. Council is planning to centralize meetings in an effort to cut costs and planning to 

continue executive committee meetings; and 

g. Council is in the process of revising bylaws. 

 

Area Agencies on Aging/Arizona Association of Area Agencies on Aging (Az4A) – Lee Begay, 

reporting on Dana Kennedy’s behalf, gave the following report: 

a. Area Agencies on Aging held a strategic planning meeting during July in Flagstaff; 

b. AAA’s lost funding resulting in staff reductions and services provided; 

c. Association is currently developing a business model; 

d. Two AAA directors are scheduled to retire in near future; 

e. Agencies are doing outreach; 

f. Caregiver Conference scheduled for September 27
th  

and a Pima County Medicare 

update conference has been scheduled; and 

g. Currently working with AICOA on the bid for the National Indian Council on Aging 

Summit. 

 

Arizona Department of Economic Security /Division of Aging & Adult Services (DAAS) - Melanie 

Starns gave the following report: 

a. Departments are working together on Director Carter’s demonstration project which 

is scheduled to start the first of October; 

b. The demonstration project involves moving participants into self-sufficiency quickly 

and is scheduled to launch in March with 200 clients as subjects; 

c. Agency is scheduled to work with Arizona State University (ASU) for analysis of 

project; 

d. Budget reductions have had a negative impact on agency; 

e. Department is scheduled to launch its new data system in November; 

f. Volunteers are handling 200-250 calls daily on the Medicare Part D program; 

g. Adult Protective Services (APS) shared status of agency with Executive Committee 

and the Governor’s Budgetary Office; 

h. Average caseloads are as follows:  134 cases per caseworker in Maricopa County 

and 65 cases per caseworker in rural counties; 

i. APS handled 11,000 investigations with 65 investigators last month; 

j. An Adult Abuse Registry which reports convicted abusers is available to the public 

by written request; 

k. APS’ Annual Report is scheduled to be completed in December; 
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l. APS received 16,000 calls during the month; and 

m. DAAS has provided a fact sheet on the needs of Older Arizonans for Senior Action 

Days.  

 

Arizona Department of Health Services – (ADHS) Dr. Babak Nayeri informed Council that 

September is suicide prevention month and injury prevention month.  According to Dr. Nayeri, 

suicide rates are rising in middle aged women, older adults and veterans.  Dr. Nayeri stated ADHS 

is working with reduced grant funding which is having a negative impact on services rendered; and 

the minority populations need more services.  Dr. Nayeri informed the Council that the Phoenix 

Fire Department has been equipped with forms to facilitate the reporting of elderly abuse. 

 

Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) – Cydney Demodica, absent. 

 

Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) – Jay Dunkleberger was not able to 

attend.  Cathy De Lisa, Executive Director, reported that Jay had shared an email that states 

AHCCCS is implementing new contracts and entering their round of CYE2014 Acute, Arizona 

Long Term Care System (ALTCS), Comprehensive Medical and Dental Program (CMDP) and 

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) health plan contractor audits. 

 

Attorney General’s Office (AG) –Ted Evertsen informed Council the Task Force Against Elder 

Abuse (TASA) recently hired an employee to answer helpline telephone calls. According to Mr. 

Evertsen, TASA is currently examining its subcommittees (outreach, legislative, healthcare and law 

enforcement).  Mr. Evertsen reported the task force is working on advanced directives and end of 

life planning.  Mr. Evertsen stated the task force’s goals involve obtaining better statistics on 

abuse/exploitation, (including financial exploitation) presentations on scams and providing 

information regarding abuse, exploitation and scams on the website. 

 

Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services – Eric Coleman, absent. 

 

Council Chairman Report 

Council Chairman C.T. Wright announced Council appointments and re-appointments are pending.  

Council Chairman Wright invited Council to send recommendations for Council appointments to 

Constitutent Services. 

 

Executive Director’s Office Updates 

Executive Director Cathy De Lisa reported the Alzheimer’s Task Force is scheduled to meet on 

September 20
th

; the Arizona Fall Prevention Coalition is holding an event in Scottsdale on 

September 20
th

; and the Senior Action Day events are scheduled during the first two week and a 

half weeks of October.  According to Ms. De Lisa, the Governor recorded a Public Service 

Announcement in support of National Fall Prevention Awareness Day.  Ms. De Lisa informed the 

Council that Aging 2020 Partners have received the 2013 update reports prior to their scheduled 

November meeting.  Ms. De Lisa reported Kim Jennings, Program and Project Specialist, helped 

plan the City of Phoenix job fair and workshops on September 25
th

 and 26
th

.    Ms. De Lisa stated 

the 2013 Senior Action Day survey is scheduled to be sent to stakeholders following the Council’s 

meeting, and thanked the Chairman and Past Chairman for assistance with survey. 

 

Committee Reports  
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Mature Workforce Committee (MWC) –Committee Chairwoman Becky Brimhall-Lepire 

reported on results of the letter and survey provided to the Mature Worker Friendly Certified 

Employers; Fred Coon (Founder, Chairman and CEO of Stewart, Cooper and Coon) presented on 

Mature Worker Importance; and the Committee brainstormed on potential priorities for 2014.   

 

Executive Committee – Chairman C.T. Wright thanked Council members for their planning of 

Senior Action Day events.  Chairman Wright informed Council members that letters have been sent 

to legislators and any additional requests for invitations are to be forwarded to the Executive 

Director.  Executive Director Cathy De Lisa suggested Council members be prepared to deal with 

challenges including disgruntled constituents should elected officials not attend.  George Evanoff 

reminded those facilitating Senior Action Days that they need to assign someone to take notes 

during events so that the input is compiled for reporting.   

 

Legislative & Policy Coordinating Committee (LPCC) – Acting Committee Chairman Doyle 

Meredith reported that George Evanoff presented on Older Driver Safety Report Review 

Committee, the group briefly discussed Senior Action Days and the members had a brainstorming 

session on LPCC priorities for 2014. 

 

Social, Health & Alzheimer’s Committee (SHAC) –Committee Chairwoman Anne Morrison 

reported: 

 David Besst of DES/DAAS provided a written update on Lifespan Respite ; 

 Phil Carll updated the members on the National Alzheimer’s Project Act and the Arizona 

Alzheimer’s Task Force; 

 Michele Michaels provided information from the Arizona’s Commission for the Deaf and 

the Hard of Hearing;  

 Committee brainstormed on SHAC 2014 priorities; and 

 Council Chairman C.T. Wright gave an update on Senior Action Days. 

 

Council Chairman C.T. Wright reminded Council each member needs to commit to and participate 

in at least one Committee meeting. 

 

Council Member Reports 

Lisa O’Neill – reported that the mayor of Tucson has scheduled a forum during the month of 

October; the forum is "Blueprint for Action: Cultivating a Livable Community for our Region." 

Charles Brown – reported a fundraiser on the first day of summer produced $550,000 for the   

Alzheimer’s Association.  The bridge group at Sunsites Senior Center raised $2,400. 

Anne Morrison – reported that a non-profit transportation program started in Tucson during the 

month of August. 

Tonya Watson – reported receiving cooperation and interest in Senior Action Day events. 

Doyle Meredith – reported a Senior Action Day event is scheduled on October 4
th

 from 9:30 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. at the Adult Center in Prescott.   

 

Announcements 

None 

 

Call to Public 
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None. 

 

Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned by Council Chairman C.T. Wright at 1:10 pm. 

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging is scheduled for November 1-

2, 2013; date and location to be determined and announced by public meeting notice posted at 

the GACA website:  www.azgovernor.gov/gaca.  These meetings are open to the public. 

http://www.azgovernor.gov/gaca

